
  

In 1919 at Howard University, 

five women gathered with the 

goal to shift the focus from 

sorority elitism and socializing 

back to what mattered most: 

serving the community. They 

envisioned a sorority which 

would directly affect positive 

change, chart a course of action 

for the 1920s and beyond, raise 

consciousness of their people, 

encourage the highest standards 

of scholastic achievement, and 

foster a greater sense of unity 

among its members.   

These five innovative women 

were Arizona Cleaver Stemons, 

Pearl Anna Neal, Myrtle Tyler 

Faithful, Viola Tyler Goings, 

and Fannie Pettie Watts. On 

Friday, January 16, 1920; they 

founded Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 

Incorporated.   

Since its inception, Zeta has con-

tinued its steady climb into the 

national spotlight with programs 

designed to demonstrate concern 

for the human condition both 

nationally and internationally.  

The organization has been inno-

vative in that it has chronicled a 

number of firsts.  It was the first 

National Pan-Hellenic Council 

organization to centralize its op-

erations in a national headquar-

ters, first to form auxiliary groups 

and first to charter chapters in 

Africa & the Middle East.  

The sorority takes pride in its 

continued participation in trans-

forming communities through 

volunteer services from members 

and its affiliates.  

In The Beginning... 

When Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 

Incorporated was founded on the 

campus of Howard University in 

1920, our Founders had an 

amazing vision. They envisioned 

a group of women who were 

proud to exemplify high stan-

dards in academic pursuits. They 

believed that this group of 

women would nurture and pro-

tect our communities through 

service initiatives. They formed 

strong bonds of sisterly love 

with each other and other 

women to effectuate their vision. 

And, they held firm to the ideal 

of being finer women. 

Almost 100 years later, we em-

bark upon a journey to cele-

brate the continued commit-

ment to the ideals established 

through their vision. We are 

chartering global chapters to 

strengthen their legacy. We are 

aligned as Zetas, Helping Other 

People Excel. We are building 

pipelines of young women who 

are embracing the ideals 

through our youth affiliate pro-

grams. We are engaged in our 

communities at the forefront of 

the issues that greatly impact 

our families and friends. Yet, 

we know that there is still much 

work to accomplish in our 

global communities as we em-

bark upon our journey to a cele-

bration in 2020 of 100 years of 

being a community-conscious, 

action-oriented organization. 
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Dear Sorors,   

Ninety-five years ago on the 

campus of Howard Univer-

sity, five women stepped up 

to create an organization that 

would be action-oriented, 

scholastically advanced, en-

gaged in their communities, 

and embody the true mean-

ing of finer womanhood. 

They created this zealous 

organization that we all hold 

so dear to our hearts. 

Today as we honor our 

Founders’ and celebrate 95 

years of service, we are also 

stepping into the next level 

of achievement, the Centen-

nial. I am so excited to lead 

you as we launch our Jour-

ney to Centennial.  

Over the next five years, 

we will be taking the time 

to recognize the greatness 

o f  o u r  F o u n d e r s , 

strengthen our principles, 

and exhibit to the world 

the community-conscious, 

action-oriented leaders 

Zeta Women are. 

There are a lot of exciting 

initiatives and program-

ming that will be launch-

ing along the way, includ-

ing becoming a major do-

nor of Smithsonian Na-

tional Museum of African 

American History and Cul-

ture.  

You can read all about the 

Centennial events and offi-

cial programs on our  

Centennial specific website, 

www.zphib2020.com  

This year I’m asking you all 

to reflect on our principle of 

Finer Womanhood. What 

does Finer Womanhood 

mean to you? What do you 

think Finer Womanhood 

meant to our Founders? 

Think about how you will 

embody and carry this Es-

sence of Finer Womanhood 

throughout the year. 

Sorors, I hope you are look-

ing forward to this Journey 

as much as I am.  

It is going to be a trip        

of a lifetime! 

As we honor the powerful 

legacy of our Founders, let us 

reaffirm our commitment to 

our principles; let us ac-

knowledge the strong and 

unbreakable bond with Phi 

Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

Let us deepen our friendship 

with the Amicae. Let us re-

new our mentoring and guid-

ance of young people across 

the globe.  

This is also the time for us to 

establish new partnerships 

and exhibit to the world our 

execution of programs and 

resources that matter. 

 

I invite ALL Sorors to join 

our Journey to Centennial.  

Participate in the initiatives that 

will continue to blaze new 

paths of service, scholarship 

and sisterhood, as we set forth 

a vision to “Be Finer in 

2020!” 

 

2020 is our time Sorors. Our 

time to share and enhance the 

legacy that was envisioned 

nearly 100 years ago. I look 

forward to spending time with 

you on our Journey to Centen-

nial! 

 

With Sisterly Love, 

Mary Breaux Wright 

International Grand Basileus 

Presidential Greetings  (con’t) 
On Friday January 9th in 

Houston, Texas; over 300 

Sorors attended the Zeta 

Centennial Launch Party 

and began their Journey to 

Centennial. We kicked off 

the evening with a welcome 

and official launch from 

Madame Grand Wright, 

which was followed by a 

stellar Centennial overview 

from Madame Past Grand 

Tearte and recognition from 

our brothers, Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity, Incorpo-

rated.  

Afterwards, Sorors explored 

the different stations spe-

cific to the Centennial initia-

tives, which allowed them to 

learn more about the Cen-

tennial programs and ask 

questions. Sorors were given 

their complimentary Centen-

nial Passport Books which 

will be used to document 

their centennial journey.  

Lastly, the Centennial fund-

raiser, 2020 Visionaries, was 

also kicked off. In 48 hours, 

over 250 members had al-

ready signed up!  

Sorors left their mark on the 

evening by signing the         

“I Was There” Banner, 

which will be laminated and 

stored at Headquarters. The 

night ended with the Centen-

nial Stroll, Centennial Song 
and of course sisterly love 

and fun.  

We hope to see YOU on the 

next stop of the journey.  

And We Are Off: The Launch 





 



  


